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The Evolution and Future Prospects of Screen: Review and Reflection from the
Perspective of the Cultural History of Technology

QI Yi-fang"?, WANG Yu-ji** (1.College of Media and International Culture, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310012,
China; 2.Shaoxing Research Institute, Zhejiang University, Shaoxing 312000, China; 3.School of History, Shandong
University, Jinan 250100, China; 4.Institute of Cultural Industry, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Screen has emerged as the latest symptom of human existence. The advent of the screen era is propelled
by the information civilization and the evolution of carriers. Viewed from the cultural history of technology, focusing
on the public's engagement with technology and its sociocultural impacts, the essence of the screen can be delineated
within the aspects of cultural consumption and life. As the ultimate embodiment of the cultural consumption terminal,
the evolution of screen can be divided into four stages, each corresponding to a significant transformation in cultural
consumption and life: the "visualization" phase marked by movie screen, the "household" phase marked by television
screen, the "unification" phase marked by computer screen, and the "domination" phase marked by mobile phone screen.
This evolutionary process is also reflected in the integration of the virtual and the real, as well as the strengthening of
carriers. Ultimately, digitalization has dissolved the materiality of images, unifying the intermediary forms between
people and images into digital screen. The material limitations of screen have sparked imaginations about the post-
screen era. The dissolution of the material interface has opened up vast imaginative space from screen to screenless, and
the current alienation phenomena associated with screen will likely be balanced by more advanced technologies in the
future.

Key words: screen; interface; material carrier; the cultural history of technology; cultural consumption terminal
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